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Wow, what an introduction!  Thank you, Harris and everyone else who appeared on the video, for such warm and kind remarks.  Kim Bowman and her staff did a marvelous job getting that many people to say something nice about me.  I sincerely thank everyone involved for this prestigious honor.  This one is special for me for two important reasons.  First, this honor places me among  very special people, a truly elite group – Harris DeLoach, Don Herriott, and Steve Swanson,  to name a few.  It is an honor to be among such committed individuals who have done so much for our state.  But, beyond the award, the real honor is being associated with the Institution that has brought us together here tonight – The Governor’s School for Science and Mathematics.  This wonderful school stands as counterpoint to those who decry our educational condition and is a visible template for excellence in South Carolina.  It takes our best and brightest and gives them a world-class foundation for their future.  I must admit that the Governor’s School for Science and Mathematics holds a special place in my heart because my Godchild, Mary Ellen Player, graduated from this fine institution.  Mary Ellen has gone on to graduate magna cum laude from Harvard and now works for Google.  But, most important, she was the first intern for the Palmetto Institute.  Mary Ellen is here tonight with her parents, Jane and Spencer.  If you would, Mary Ellen, please stand so everyone can recognize an example of just what great students and citizens the Governor’s School produces.  Thank you.

I want to share a little secret with you tonight that soon everyone will come to know, but I want you to be the first to hear it from me.  There is a renaissance happening in South Carolina and it’s happening right in the middle of the Pee Dee.  That’s right – you heard me – there is a renaissance occurring in South Carolina but not in Charleston or in Greenville or in Columbia – it is happening in the Pee Dee.  We have industry leaders like Harris DeLoach and Don Herriott who are not only successful businessmen but who are also local leaders who give back to their community and state with their resources as well as their knowledge and energy.  We have Fred Carter at Francis Marion who, in addition to presiding over a strong University, is taking on the challenge of helping the surrounding rural communities improve their economic opportunities.  We have the advanced Southeastern Institute of Manufacturing and Technology at Florence-Darlington Technical Education College that is at the cutting edge of workforce training for highly technical, knowledge-based jobs.  We have both public officials and private partners in Florence County working to recruit new business and job opportunities for the Pee Dee.  We have the Bruce Lee Foundation working to improve the quality of life of all citizens of Florence County.  And, most proudly, I tell you we have citizens of my hometown, Lake City, working together to transform both the town and the surrounding communities into a vibrant, growing economic center for its people.  And, leading the way for this renaissance is the bright shining star of the Governor’s School for Science and Mathematics in Hartsville.  In a state where we face many challenges, the Governor’s School is a beacon shining a light on the path to a better future.   When we consider the fierce competition South Carolina faces globally, not only for industries but for every job in this state, it is clear – leveling the playing field for our citizens begins with the critical need to educate our children with the most robust and challenging curriculum we can support.  The Governor’s School has taken that challenge.  Dr. Murray Brockman has done a superior job; he uses every means at his disposal to incent his students to achieve excellence.  His faculty teaches the need for thinking critically rather than just learning.  They both challenge and energize the students to be the very best they can be.  Their accomplishments are impressive, but, more important, their approach and methodology must become essential to all of our secondary educational efforts if we are to succeed in the fierce competition of the global economy.  Ask Harris why he pushes so hard to improve South Carolina’s educational opportunities.  The need for Sonoco’s facilities in South Carolina to reach the highest productivity level possible demands a highly educated and superbly trained workforce.   It is a matter of survival in the economic environment we face today.


I also want to take a moment to applaud the Governor’s School for launching an Economics and Finance Institute that will focus on South Carolina’s economy, entrepreneurship, and business.  I might drive over from Lake City to audit a couple of their courses.  After such a devastating collapse of our financial markets, I would love to see which of the economic theories we can rely upon.  I know I would like to quiz both the Friedman and Keynes followers about where we are today.   But, I will offer you a prediction tonight which highlights the need for the Governor’s School as well as higher education in South Carolina.  I believe we will face a different economy as we recover from this recession.  It will be an economy where very few will ever have the job security they once had.  Even when things are better, people will fear for their jobs.  Globalization, not just the recession, has already eliminated large numbers of manufacturing jobs in South Carolina that will not return, and the manufacturing jobs that are retained or recruited will require a much higher level of education.  Even when production increases as a result of our economy rebounding, global competition will demand higher productivity of our industries which in turn will decrease even further the number of jobs and will demand workers with superior education and training for the remaining jobs.  Look at Boeing – which we are so grateful for coming to South Carolina – according to a recent article, 15 years ago Boeing took 22 days to build a 737 airliner – today it takes 12 days.  The message is simple – the economics are clear – to create and grow jobs requires a better educated workforce, which means demanding more from our students.  

I believe being born in America is the same as winning the lottery.  But, the secret is out – “capitalism,” with all of its faults, works, and we now face a new world using the very same economic system to challenge the life we enjoy.  That means we will have to take advantage of every asset we have to compete and our biggest asset – the one we cannot concede to our global competitors – are our institutions of higher learning.  America has the best in the world and it is South Carolina’s research universities – its 4-year colleges – its technical education colleges which stand as our strongest hope for a prosperous future.  But, just as the leaders of the Governor’s School push their students to excel, we must demand the same from all of our institutions of learning in South Carolina.  Last year, McKinsey & Company released a study entitled “The Economic Impact of the Achievement Gap in America.”  According to their study, the United States ranked 25th out of 30 industrialized nations in math and 24th out of 30 in science based upon an international comparison of 15 year olds that measured “real world” (applied) learning and problem-solving abilities.  They went on to explain the effect of such low scores on the basis of economic costs to the United States.  In the current recession, the US economy or its GDP will fall roughly $1 trillion short of its output potential.  However, if the United States had achieved the educational performance level of the top scoring nations (Korea and Finland), the US GDP in 2008 would have been between $1.3 and $2.3 trillion higher.  That is profound.  In other words, the educational achievement gaps we now have in the United States have created the equivalent of a permanent deep recession in terms of the gap between actual and potential output in our economy.  

That is why we must never let the naysayers and what I call the “doomsday advocates” tell us we do not need to support higher education.  These institutions are the lifeblood of our economy.  The students being prepared for higher education by the Governor’s School for Science and Mathematics are our hope for a stronger, more vibrant economy.  The Governor’s School for Science and Mathematics is emblematic of hope and confidence in the promise of a bright future.  Being associated with that hope – with that promise is why this honor means so much to me.  That is why we must do everything we can to support the Governor’s School and all the institutions of higher learning even during these difficult times - because our economy, our future depend upon it.

Again, thank you for such a wonderful award.  Good night.
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