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There is an old saying I am sure all of you have heard when you have just finished a big Thanksgiving dinner and there are lots of dirty dishes and pots and pans to be cleaned, “Many hands make light work.”  That is the message that has resonated throughout the discussions today.  No one individual or group can get us to the Promised Land.  It will take all of us bringing our best skills and assets to the table – working together – developing private/public partnerships not only to maintain the energy of what we have accomplished but to build a strong economic strategy for our future.  

I applaud the speakers today for participating in this effort.  The journey is long but we are making progress. 

Last year at the First Summit, I recommended 10 action items for the participants’ consideration in order to address the challenge of sustaining and growing agriculture as an economic engine in South Carolina.  If you do not remember them, there are copies on the registration desk or you can go to the Palmetto Institute’s website to view them.  The good thing is that, in just under a year, we have dealt with several of these items.  One, the Institute established an advisory board to gather information on the issues we face and how the Institute can help.  That work led to the commissioning of a comprehensive study to explore agribusiness assets and opportunities.  To help fund the study, the Institute was given a $99,000 USDA grant.  We have also received private dollars, and we have a pending grant request before Congressman Clyburn.  To help us with our effort, we have collaborated with many of the organizations here today to work on these issues.  Clemson University and others are seeking innovative advantages through research.  A branding campaign has begun that will lead to better marketing.  The legislature has finally started to recognize agriculture as a real industry.  Yes, we are making progress, but we can not pat ourselves on the back just yet.  We have much to do and, in that vein, let me add to our action items:
1. We must have a sound plan for stewardship and usage of water in South Carolina.  As one of our most important assets, we must guarantee the availability of this precious resource or we will lose one of the key components of our competitive advantage.
2. We must continue to collaborate to develop an economic strategy for the enhancement of the agribusiness cluster as an economic engine in South Carolina.  And,
3. We must have as part of our strategy an energy plan that explores and takes advantage of the use of sustainable South Carolina products as alternative fuels and energy resources.  

There you have it -- Our vision for the future of the State’s Agribusiness Cluster.  We have the assets. We have the opportunity.  The question is, “Do we have the will to see this effort to a successful conclusion?”  From where I am standing, I believe we do.
Again, I thank you for your participation, and I hope to see you again soon.  Keep up the good work and I hope you have a safe journey home.
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