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On behalf of the Palmetto Institute, I want to once again thank our sponsors.  Without you, we could not have the opportunity this event provides to come together to celebrate our successes and more fully grasp the challenges we face in improving the agribusiness cluster.  It is both daunting and exciting.  

I also want to thank our speakers who have reaffirmed the huge economic engine of agriculture and forestry in South Carolina and who have given us a roadmap for which we can be guided in a desire to make South Carolina a better place to live.  While there have been many ideas brought to the table today, the one point which sticks out most dramatically is the need for us to work together.  Just like the research universities, we cannot secure our rightful place as an industry leader without speaking as one.  We can be powerful, we can make a difference, but it is going to take all of us collaborating to be successful.  

My theory is simple.  We have been politely knocking on the door of our policymakers to give us a seat at the table as a major economic engine of South Carolina.  Now is the time that we simply knock the door down.  Our time has come.  

I thank each of you for spending the day with us.  Please have a safe journey home.  
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