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Good morning.
I want to begin by thanking Ms. Moore and the Palmetto Institute for hosting this second annual Ag-Summit.   It was exciting to participate last year and to see the spot light focused on agriculture and agribusiness by such an austere group.

For generations our agriculture and forestry system has given us abundant affordable food and fiber.   Through that time farmers have overcome many obstacles and challenges.   That’s how it is with farming…adversity is a key ingredient in our business.   We face uncertainties of weather, world trade, plant diseases and pests.   We cannot control our input costs and we still only get about 19 cents from every dollar spent on food in this country.   The rest goes transportation and to the middle men outside the farm gate. 
But farmers are resilient – we’re strong – hardy – and quick to recover: Thank goodness we are, otherwise we and others may just all walk around homeless, hungry, and naked. 

As times in South Carolina (and around the world) have changed, so has farming.   Farmers now use technology to help stretch their input costs as far and accurately as possible, we have best management practices on the farm, and we value more than ever the need to protect the resources we have been entrusted with – our land, air and water.

Agriculture has always been there for the people of South Carolina as a way of life, teaching a strong moral work-ethic, while feeding and clothing communities. 
Rapid urbanization has threatened agriculture in American, especially here in South Carolina, but once again, in the truest fashion of farmers, we have been resilient to change.   Thanks to the leadership in allied ag-groups, we have banded together to get the attention of lawmakers and regulators who have seen the value of preserving the agricultural industry in South Carolina through the Right to Farm bill, the Essential Water Use legislation of a few years ago, and through the most recent support of efforts to market and promote “Certified South Carolina Grown” commodities. 

I am excited about the work of the Palmetto Institute on behalf of agriculture as they look to the future to mold and shape sustainable economic development for our industry.   For too long, agriculture has been taken for granted as a piece of the state’s character that will always be around.  
Fortunately because of the collective efforts of Farm Bureau members, and the efforts of others interested in the future of farming in our state, we are seeing the desire for a more level playing field. 
As I look to the future, I am hopeful that we can establish some level of parity with other businesses and industries.   Between South Carolina’s mild climate, quality way of life, and strong economy, there’s no reason why we should not be promoting South Carolina as a place to locate agribusinesses and other ag-related industries. 

The more we can work together to develop and identify new commodities, improve labor practices, continue to implement innovative business and marketing plans, and invent and invest in new technologies, the more we can feel certain about the sustainability of farms and farming in South Carolina. 
Research work done by powerhouse think-tanks like the Palmetto Institute can help us provide a hopeful future for farm families to stick with it – to keep the farm – and evolving into value-added crops and commodities like biodiesel, ethanol, or like the WP Rawl Farm by selling ready to cook produce directly to grocers. 

For the first time I can remember, we have players at the table that can form a shared and successful vision of South Carolina agriculture.   
Only when there is a diverse group around the table -- willing to exchange in open and honest dialogue about the balance and welfare of agricultural and natural resources -- will we be able to achieve the synergy -- necessary to catapult agriculture into the predicable and profitable industry it is capable of becoming in South Carolina. 

We are seeing alliances forming among members of the state’s business communities, research universities, state government, and organizations like Farm Bureau, the Palmetto Agribusiness Council, and commodity groups to build a healthy, high-tech, knowledge-driven agricultural economy. 

One word I would share with fellow farmers today is to hang in there and be patient with the development of these positive trends for the future.   For many of us, the time will not come soon enough when agriculture is recognized as the state’s largest manufacturing industry – bringing more than $35 Billion to the table and providing more than a half million jobs in the state. 

Fellow farmers – we can be heartened by the respect we have earned from the general public over time.   In a recent public opinion poll conducted for Farm Bureau we found more than three out of four South Carolinians believe our farmers are good stewards of the land – most of those felt strongly about that.  
 Almost 100 percent of those polled are hungry for information about the safety and nutrition of South Carolina grown food.
You know, if you look at a picture of the sun over the horizon it’s hard to tell if the sun is rising or setting.   As I think about the future of agriculture in South Carolina – I see a picture where the sun is rising. 

We are at the dawn of a bright new day in South Carolina where agriculture can be an answer to economic strength and vitality, domestically-produced fuel, and a continued strong work ethic among our people.   We are at the dawn of a day when South Carolina farmers will have an impact – not only on local commerce and industry – but when South Carolina farmers will also impact a niche in the world of agriculture.
It’s a new day worth celebrating.

I will now be happy to take any questions you may have.

Thank you.
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